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The Pyramid’s Base Is Rising

In its seventh edition, Outlook-MDRA rank the best colleges in Engineering, Medicine, Dentistry, 
Architecture, Fashion Technology, Mass Communication, Hotel Management, Social Work and 
Law

Amidst  a  seemingly  endless  flow of  gloomy news—the  sagging  GDP  growth  numbers  and  growing 
inflation, rising petrol prices which touches everyone from the high and mighty to the common man, 
and the Eurozone crisis that threatens to further upset India’s economic balance—news about India’s 
technical education sector remained the season’s bestseller. Of course, for all the wrong reasons. The 
brainwave  that  struck  Union  minister  for  human  resource  development  Kapil  Sibal—to  braid  the 
entrance examinations to all the engineering colleges in the country into a single examination—has not 
met with the kind of reaction he would have anticipated. The Indian Institutes of Technology (IITs) are 
now  united  in  opposition  to  the  proposal—and  divided  in  deciding  to  hold  their  own  separate 
examinations from next year.

Even though confusion persists over how the engineering entrance examinations will look next year and 
how students should approach it, and how the economy will perform, or, for that matter, which way the 
Eurozone crisis will head and so, how Indian companies would react in the college placement season, 
the serpentine lines at India’s top professional colleges continue to get longer, with more inquisitive 
faces coming into the fray. Outlook’s ranking of India’s top professional colleges (in partnership with 
MDRA) comes out at a time when even more comprehensive analysis and information is required about 
colleges that will shape the future of millions of young Indians.

The ranking, in its seventh edition, springs few surprises. While there is little change in the top 15-20 
rankings, with the IITs fiercely controlling their fiefdom (just like they are trying to hold on to their own 
entrance  exam,  the  IIT-JEE),  we  have  this  year  a  more  robust  universe  of  India’s  best  engineering 
colleges, with the best in class being part of our survey. There is perceivable improvement at the bottom 
of the table, even though many small colleges have not made it to India’s Top 75. This could be good 
news for the one million-plus students who seek to enter India’s colleges every year. On an average, the 
landscape of all  the streams has not changed much, apart from the addition of some more leading 
names in their respective streams. Considering the quality of colleges, we expanded the rankings in the 
medical  and law streams.  Also,  marching forward from last  year’s  six  streams for which we did an 
objective analysis, this year, we present objective analyses for seven streams, while two—fashion and 
media—continue to be pure perceptual rankings.

There’s  a  lot  on  offer  in  this  issue:  the  Outlook  team  went  across  the  country  to  demystify  the 
engineering  entrance  examination  issue  and  gauge  how  it  would  impact  different  segments.  With 
technology and the internet entering our lives more prominently, can education be far behind? We take 
a detailed look at how online education is shaping up in India. Yes, the future has arrived. With research 
and innovation starting early at the college level,  innovations are also happening actively at college 



backyards.  We sampled  some breakthrough  products  and  technologies  India’s  young  scientists  are 
about to present to the world. Also watch out for the detailed package on the biggest problem facing 
students today: stress.

Hopefully, by the time next year’s aspirants sit for examinations, everyone will be less stressed out—and 
a solution would have been found to the examination issue. Till then, as always, choose wisely.



Top Engineering Colleges

The top 75 overall and the Top 10 breakdowns between govt and pvt colleges, zone and criteria wise





1. ABV-IIIT Gwalior offers a five-year integrated course instead of BTech/BE
2. The ranking was done only for institutes that submitted complete objective data on time. 

Institutes like IIT Roorkee did not submit their data and were not considered.
3. Govt-aided private institutions have been marked as private
4. Only institutions offering BE/BTech courses (approvals/affiliation) and a minimum of three 

passed-out batches by 2012 have been ranked
5. It may be noted that the arithmetic total of the figures may not match with the total figure due 

to rounding errors



Top 10 Govt Colleges

Top 3 Zone Wise



Top 10 Engineering Colleges in Personality Development & Industry Interface

Top 10 Engineering Colleges In Placement



Top 10 Engineering Colleges In Selection Process

Top 10 Engineering Colleges In Academic Excellence



Top 10 Engineering Colleges In Infrastructure & Facilities

Top 25 Employers In Engg



1. Larsen & Toubro
2. Microsoft
3. Wipro Tech
4. IBM
5. Infosys
6. HCL Technologies
7. Tata Motors
8. Accenture
9. Cognizant
10. NTPC
11. Maruti Suzuki
12. TCS
13. IOCL
14. Adobe
15. M&M
16. Oracle
17. Samsung
18. Deloitte
19. Amazon
20. Aricent Tech
21. Ashok Leyland
22. Cisco
23. Nvidia
24. Robert Bosch
25. Tech Mahindra

Based on number of visits to top campuses over the past three years

Average Salary, Engg College

• Top 10 colleges 6.76
• Top 25 colleges 5.81
• Top 75 colleges 4.33

Figures in Rs lakh per annum

Top 10 RoI In Govt Engineering Colleges



1. Return on investment is calculated for institutes whose entire tuition fee for BE/ BTech is 
above Rs 96,000. The bottom 5 percentile of the institutes were not considered.

2. The RoI tables are based on data from institutes in their objective questionnaire

Top 10 RoI In PVT Engineering Colleges

1. RoI is calculated for institutes whose entire tuition fee for BE/BTech is above Rs 
1,20,000. (The bottom 10 percentile of the institutes were not considered.)



Top 75 Engg Seats In Each Zone



Top 10 Student/Faculty Ratio

1. The ratio has been calculated on the basis of data provided by the respective institutes.
2. The total number of students in BTech/BE courses has been arrived upon by multiplying 

the total intake capacity by four.

Top 3 Metro Wise
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