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Autonomy to IIM-A at varance
with NCHER norms: Experts

Jyotsna Bhatnagar

Ahmedabad, July 18: HRD minister Kapil
Sibals’ latest attempt to empower the Indian
Institute of Managementat Ahmedabadisat
complete variance with thelegislationforthe
formation of a National Commission for
Higher Education and Research (NCHER)
that is currently pending clearance, say ob-
servers., Sibal has approved long-pending
amendments to the institute’smemorandum
of understanding (MoU) with the govern-
ment, allowing IIM-A to choose its own direc-
torandraiseresources

Highly-placed sources in the HRD min-
istry who spoke on condition of anonymity
said themovefliesinthefaceof the proposed
NCHER. “One of the key functions of this
proposed body, as and when it comes into ex-
istence, would be to prepare a national reg-
istrvof peopleeligible for appointmenttothe
position of directors/vice-chancellors of all
major national institutions of higher learn-
ing. That being the case, what would the ITM-
A board do with the autonomy provided to it
by the HRD ministry to select its own direc-
tor?” said a source.

Moreover, though the HRD ministry has
been actively involved in the processof select-
ing directors for IIM-A over the past two
rounds, firstinthecaseof Bakul Dholakiaand
theninthecaseof current incumbent Sameer
Barua, it is the IIM-A board that has been the
nodal body for selection of a director ever
since the inception of the institute. Interest-
ingly, though the government had increasing-
lybeen takinganinterestintheselectionof di-
rectors for the institute, the original MoU had
not been tinkered with. In the case of the se-
lection of the present director, the HRD min-
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Kapil Sibal, HRD minister

ANOTHER MOVE OF THE
HRD MINISTRY THATISNOT
GOING DOWN WELLISITS
NOD TO THE AMENDMENT
FORGRANTING THE lIM-A
FINANCIAL AUTONOMY AS
WELL INCLUDING THE
SELLING CF SEATS ON THE
HM-A BOARD TO THE HIGHEST
BIDDING CORPORATE
DONORTOO ISNOT BEING
VIEWED FAVOURABLY BY
INSIDERS AT lIM-A

istry had even advertised the post in leading
national dailies, leading to consternation in
some quarters over the “complete infringe-
ment of the institute’sautonomy™”.

“As far as the selection procedure is con-
cerned, the amendments to the MoU do not
change anything on the ground materially,”
saidaseniorIIM-A facultymember." Asusual,
it was the chairman of the IIM-A board who
was sending a list of three names in order of
preference and the government was granting
itsapproval in accordance with this.”

With the latest amendment to the MoU,
however, the informal scope the government
had of influencing the choice of director is
likely to go completely. “If this is done, then it
will be in complete variance with the role en-
visaged of the NCHER, which is supposed to
prepare a panel of names for future appoint-
ments to all premier institutes of higher edu-
cationthroughacollegium of academiciansof
distinction,” the faculty member said.

Another move of the HRD ministry thatis
not going down well is its nod to the amend-
ment for granting the IIM-A financial auton-
omy as well including the selling of seats on
the IIM-A board to the highest bidding corpo-
rate donor too isnot being viewed favourably
by insiders at IIM-A. A faculty member ob-
served that the move to auction seats would
actually be tantamount to backdoor privati-
sation of the institute over a period of time.
“That’s because the board is accountable to
the IIM-A Society. Thus far, it was the govern-
ment which was monitoring the institute’s fi-
nances while the Society had been comatose.,
If the board now becomes answerable only to
the Society as envisaged in the amended
MoU, it would, over a period, lead to an in
crease in control of corporates,” he said.



