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JADAVPUR UNIVERSITY T meadevour

Part of the first batch of UPEs, Kolkata’s
Jadavpur University is expecting renewal of the

UPE status by May.

Thrust areas: Mobile computing and
nanoscience. If and when the UPE recognition
i1s renewed, the university would like to include
cognitive science and other areas to the portfo-
lio for enhancement, says Pradip Narayan
Ghosh, vice chancellor.

The leg-up: In this first phase, the university
received 330 crore which were used for
research and infrastructure development, such
as in establishing new labs.
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Part of the debut batch, Jawaharlal Nehru
University is Delhi’s sole entry in the UPE league. |
Thrust areas: Genomics, genetics and
i biotechnology (the funding was distributed to
social science projects, too)
The leg-up: JNU received 30 crore over a five- !
. year period. This brought computers for all facul-
-ty members, a campus-wide LAN “which consid-
erably increased internet speed”, and new lab
. resources, says Rajendra Prasad, professor, school
of life sciences (then the rector of JNU). It now
needs National Assessment and Accreditation
Counecil accreditation for UPE phase 2.
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Mumbai.

The University of Mumbaj, which is in the second
lot of UPES, got the status in 2009.

Thrust area: Green technology

The leg-up: The university has received 310
crore as UPE money, so far. From that amount, it's
: soon going to build a Centre for Green Technology
| and an international hostel for students. All 14 cen-
tres in the university have started various projects
aimed at enhancing their capabilities, the authori-
ties have appointed research fellows, and ordered
various kinds of equipment, says AK Srivastava,
coordinator, UPE programme, University of

The winners of the Open

House 12Tech 2011, an
annual feature of lIT- Delhi,
came up with some useful
iInnovations
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ast Saturday was a very
long day for Manik
Gaurav Vig and his

team as they patiently

answered questions from

curious onlookers on the

portable wardrobe they
designed at the Open House
IETech 2011, an E}Chlbltlﬂn fea-

turing innovations by stu-
dents at IIT-Delhi. Then it
was time to celebrate when
the project bagged the third
prize. “It came as a pleasant
surprise. Considering that the
first two awards were pre-
sented to MTech students, it
comes as a big encourage-
ment to us undergrad second-.
year students,” says Vig.
The first prize winners
(creators of an underwater
surveillance system) have a
different story to share. For
them, the recognition is not
just about what they have
done but more about what
they can do to improvise
their project. Their project
aims at developing a remote
reconfigurable acoustic sur-

veillance platform using low
power DSP (digital signal
processor) hardware with
built in self-test. “Our project
was conceptualised approxi-
mately five years back and it
took four vears to formalise
the hardware. Now our mis-
sion is to develop the operat-
ing system for our device so
that it can deliver the best
results, says Lieutenant
Commander Mrinal Sinha,
who is on deputation from
the Indian Navy to do an
MTech at the institute.

The project awarded the
second prize looked at pro-
ducing steam through a sin-
gle axis line focusing solar
concentrator. Ashish Kumar
Choudhary, the brains behind

3 Letting off steam, surveying the sea and carrying wardrobes

the conception and imple-
mentation of the project says,
“It's all about producing
steam for purposes like cook-
ing, heating, washing with the
help of solar energy. Once I
am through with the final
product it'll be a huge help
for humankind.”

The Open House held last
Saturday, saw a number of
schools students, technology
enthusiasts and engineering
students participating. On dis-
play were the best research
projects in the 50-year history
of the institute, which is also -
celebrating its Golden Jubilee.
The awards were selected

from these projects.

For more on winning ideas see page 6

THE PURSE FOR SCENCE
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