DU teachers’ semester
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stir ‘out in the 0

By Ritika Chopra
in New Delhi

TEACHERS’ resistance to
the introduction of semes-
ter system in Delhi Univer-
sity (DU) is about to make
a comeback, but in a dif-
ferent avatar.

Since the Delhi High Court
order prohibiting strikes, dis-
sent has only been voiced dur-
ing the few general body
meetings called by different
departments of the university.

But now the teachers have hit
upon a unique method to regis-
ter their protest and generate a
debate at the same time.

In the coming days, as the
social science, arts and com-
merce departments go about
their business of bringing out
their new syllabi — mathematics,
psychology, Hindi, phﬂnsﬂphg

and political science depart-"

ments are almost ready with
their draft syllabus — in the
semester mode, teachers will
hold public lectures to apprise
students on the “struggle”
against the semester system and,
consequently, mobilise a larger
support base for their agitation.
“We are tired of being projected
as teachers who are not inter-
ested in doing our job. We have
some valid arguments against
the introduction of the semester
system. We will now try to reach
out to the students through
interactive classes or public lec-
tures in the open to generate a
larger debate on this matter,”
Nandini Dutta, a professor of eco-
nomies at Miranda House, said.
This is not the first time that
lectures will be held in the open
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to drum up suppnrt for an issue
at the university.

“In 1987, teachers had held
classes on fhe lawns as a mark of
protest t their pay revision.
Eventually, we were able to
mobilise a large number of stu-
dents supporting our cause,” Nan-
dita Narain, mathematics profes-
sor at St. Stephen’s College, said.

DU introduced the semester
system across 13 undergraduate
science courses last year and
intends to do the
same for the remain-
ing arts and science
programmes by the
new academic year,
beginning in July.

Last year, attempts
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tointro duce the semester s:,rst.em
had snowballed into a full-
fledged battle between the
teachers and the DU administra-
tion as the former felt that the
then vice-chancellor Deepak
Pental was doing so in an “auto-
cratic” manner, _

Teachers continue to remain
unhappy under the tenure of
the new vice-chancellor Dinesh
Singh as they feel their points
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of arg‘ument against the system~
are still not being taken
into aceount.

“1 am aware of the concems of
the teachers and I have left it to
the wisdom of the departments
to take them into account while
preparing the syllabus. I
can assure all the teachers that
due process laid down in our act
and statutes will be followed,”
Singh said.



