Hon’ble Professor S.K. Khanna, Chairman, INFLIBNET and the Chief Guest of this morning,

Professor D. Goldar, Principal, Delhi College of Engineering  and the Guest of Honour,

Shri Anup Kumar Das, UNESCO Representative,

Dr. Harish Chandra, Librarian, IIT-Madras, and the distinguished speakers of the day, 

Mr. A. Hariharan, Mr. R.K. Shukla, Mr. Sanjay Kataria, Invited Guests, Participants of this workshop, Ladies and Gentlemen.

As Chairman of SALIS Delhi-NCR chapter and the Orgnizing Committee of this workshop,  it really gives me great pleasure, Sir, to welcome you all once again to this sensitizing workshop on Information Literacy.
Age old manual systems apart, today, we are  concerned with the optimization of the application of ICT through information literacy via Information Scientists, Librarians, Teachers, Social Workers,  while expecting them to perform as Trainer’s Trainer for a mass movement. 

Sir, I hope this workshop, scheduled  to be addressed by eminent scholars will take into account the wisdom, experience as well as applications, relevant not only to Librarians but to the masses as a whole, right up to the grass root level, just not to  make them the information literate but to show them the road map of self empowerment.
Now, a few words on, “Information Literacy and the Self Empowerment”

              INFORMATION LITERACY AND THE  SELF-EMPOWER MENT






   I.R. Kumar

Dr. Manmohan Singh’s first address to the nation, as the Prime Minister of India, on June 24, 2004 was an excellent piece of agenda to work upon by the new government in the days to come. While, affirming that we, as a nation have been in a position to build the foundation of a modern economy and accelerate the economic growth, the benefits of this growth have not touched all our citizens in equal measures. Though there have been impressive gains in terms of the economic, educational and health status of the nation, much needs to be done in order to lead a dignified life with self-respect. He referred to a government that works and works for the people. Though people are a nation’s greatest resource, our greatest asset will be an educated, information literate and capable workforce that works for self-empowerment.
As the country’s economy  shifts gear every few years  and the talent market goes through fundamental changes, information literacy upgrade also takes on new contours. With the economy growing at a rapid speed, with forecasts of continued buoyancy, there is a shortage of real talented information specialists who can further train the masses to make full use of the growing economy via e-governance. Information literacy empowers people at large in all walks of life to seek, evaluate, use and create information effectively to achieve their personal, social, occupational and educational goals. It enables people to interpret  and make informed judgments as users of information sources, as well as to become producers of information in their own right. Information literate people, not only in the urban cities but also at the grass root level, should be in a position to access information about their health, environment, education and the land records, on their own. But the job of training the masses rests with the information specialists, who in turn are required to upgrade themselves first through sensitization workshops like the one we are holding today.  I hope,  our efforts  to upgrade their proficiency level with the assistance of UNESCO shall go a long way in  spreading the information literacy, not amongst the professionals alone, but by further training the masses at large in order to empower the masses as a whole with the help of trained information specialists. 
Information Literacy is the ability to recognize when information is needed and have the ability to locate, evaluate and use effectively the needed information. The aims of  information literacy for the information specialists may be : 

· the ability to apply the principles of scholarly communication to problems of information handling;

· the ability to locate, select and use appropriate information retrieval tools in order to obtain useful information in connection with studies or work of the end users, as and when required; 

· confidence in using, and satisfaction in carrying out information searching; 

· confidence in communicating, instructing and educating the users.

Information Literacy is required for effective use, consumption and assessment of information resources available in the institutions. Information literacy, in fact, can bridge the gap between digital divide that we observe in many grass root level initiatives in India in the forms of ‘Village Knowledge Centres’, ‘Community Information Centres’, ‘e-choupals’, ‘gyandoot’, and so on, ushered in with the participation of NGOs, developmental agencies and the corporate sector of late. The need of the hour is to focus on the various initiatives undertaken by various institutions, starting from the elementary level to the higher educational level, professional societies and the use of information and communication technologies, originally as e-government and now as e-governance. 
Here is an open challenge to the information specialists of the country to share their expertise in all spheres of life, starting right from the capital of India to the grass root level,  overlooking  every nook and corner of the country. 

Today, e-governance has become the buzzword. E-governance in short means taking the government to the doorsteps of the people. The citizens can get immediate online access to information, which may be otherwise time consuming. It makes the governmental functioning more transparent, helping to check corruption. In order to take full advantage of  interactive E-governance process, Information specialists have a special task of training each and every citizen of this country while handling the information explosion and deliver the right kind of information services to the right users. Information specialists are expected to guide the users for using the right information to develop the skill of users. The very purpose of this sensitizing workshop is to enable the participants to provide better services to the users at large.
Information is critical in decision making and knowledge in problem solving. But for quality decision making and sustainable problem solving , one needs to be a critical thinker and independent learner. Learning is a life long process and it must be supported by information skills for learning, The greatest resource of a nation is its human resource. But if 260 million people of India are living below the poverty line and are worried about their meals at the end of the day, what growth and development can we expect in the near future? Hence, the focus of information literacy and information specialists must be these ‘info-poor’. Today, there is a trend towards learning and the information specialists are supposed to act as facilitators to support this learning process. This is not possible without adopting  the concept and practice of information literacy. Information skills for learning must be developed amongst each and every citizen of this country, right from the very beginning at the school going children stage so that they can make full use of information resources and services throughout their lives. No single individual can do it alone. There must be cooperation and collaboration amongst teachers, information specialists and the government authorities at various levels.
Information literacy has come to play a key role in social, economic, cultural  and political growth of our nation. Information Communication Technologies (ICTs) have revolutionized the way we live, think and perform and even help in realizing the vision of good governance by e-learning and  information literacy. Hence, the information specialists have a special role to play in making each and every citizen of this country, be it in cities or at the grass root level, to make them self-empowered. Self-empowerment through information literacy is the key to success and development for a faster growth of our economy and standard of living.
May I take this opportunity to seek your cooperation and blessings for the success of this sensitized workshop on information literacy and thank UNESCO for their generous support.
Thank you very much for a patience hearing.

