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ew Delhi: It's noiseless
ur-wheeler, has a one-
itch conversion mecha-
- nism from petrol to battery,
costs Rs 1 lakh and is safer
than any of the two or three-
eelers currently in the
market.

Sounds like a dream?
‘Well, The Fledge is as real
as it gets. Designed by a
team of seven students of
the Delhi College of Engi-
neering (DCE), this hybrid
car, which was flagged off
¢ chief minister Sheila
Dikshit on Thursday, is all
set to compete in the Annu-
Green Car Festival, to be
ganised next month by
the Northeast Sustainable
nergy Association of USA.
a one-seater at present,
per the rules of the com-
tition but with DCE’s tie-
‘with Mahindra and
indra for commercial
ction of the vehicle,
e commercial model will
at two people.

S Maji, head of the de-
3 rartments of mechanical
: eering and production
i}lDCE said: “What makes
1S car very safe despite its
“small size is the central
.mermg It is so noiseless
3\athat even if it starts right
| behind where you are stand-
% L will not know. Ini-
with Mahindra
ésaem to suggest the car
‘could be made available
- commercially for Rs1.11lakh
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EDCE’S full-Fledged car @ Rs 1 lakh

Hybrid Vehicle Has Central Steenng May Be On Road In 1 Yr

. WONDER CAR: Chief minister Sheila Dikshit launches The Fledge on Thursday.

and with the design ready, it
should not take more than a
year for the first cars to hit
the market.”

Power transmission in
The Fledge occurs through
the powerful 18 bhp 346 cc
engine and through the 200
ah lead acid battery and the
user can switch to either
mode at any point of the
journey. In urban driving
conditions, the vehicle is
zZero-emission, making it

the ideal car for the future.
DCE principal P B Shar-
ma said: “The car can run
100 km on the battery and
the fuel tank has a capacity
of 13 litres. A simple switch
in front of the driver can be
used for conversion from
one mode to the other We
are looking at a future when
battery cars will be the
norm and petrol pumps will
have the facility for chang-
ing batteries the way they

refuel the tank now.”

In  petrol mode, the
mileage is a whopping 25
kilometres per litre and the
battery can be charged
overnight.

- This is not DCE’s. maiden
foray into the world of auto-
mobiles. The college had ear-
lier designed a formula stu-
dents’ car, a super mileage
vehicle that ran 150 km for
every litre of petrol and was
an all-terrain vehicle.
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