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ABSTRACT

In developing countries like India the health care institutions are increasing in order to meet the health care facilities required by the growing population. This increase in health care facilities is directly proportional to the generation of Bio-Medical waste. The disposal of this waste, particularly the waste contaminated with communicable disease agents such as AIDS and Hepatitis B virus, is one of the major problems today as its unscientific disposal can create threat to human existence. Therefore it is strongly recommended to adopt adequate and efficient methods of waste handling and disposal. A case study was organized at Sir Ganga Ram Hospital, Rajender Nagar, New Delhi to study the various steps taken for the management of Bio-Medical waste in an integrated and efficient manner and to quantitatively estimate the amount of non-infectious and infectious waste generated in different wards/sections. Observations were made during the waste handling process and questions were asked to the staff in charge regarding the care taken in handling waste. During the study it was observed that the process of segeration, collection, transport, storage and final disposal of infectious waste was done in compliance with the standard procedures. The final disposal was by incinration. The non-infectious waste was collected separately in different containers and treated as general waste. Plastic characterization was done to differentiate the type of plastic resin coming in hospital waste stream. Results and theoretical studies show ample   scope and increasing need for environmentally friendly disposal of hospital waste.
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